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What is videoconferencing?
• enables people at different locations to see and hear each other, see 

documents and sometimes share access to computer applications 
over the internet (IP) but ISDN is also available

1. Point-to-Point Videoconferences: when one videoconferencing 
system calls another system. 

2. Multipoint Videoconferences: when 3 or more systems conference 
together by calling a video bridge. 



Videoconferencing Room, E2-1307G

Polycom™ Visual Concert:
• transmits live images and sound from any PC 
application (PowerPoint, Excel, Web pages, etc.)

• supports resolutions of up to 1280 x 1024



Engineering Videoconferencing, E2-1307G

• upgraded to a Polycom™ FX in 2003

• view both the live PC presentation and presenter simultaneously

• “peer-to-peer” or  “multipoint” videoconferences

• increase in use of internet videoconferences (e.g. NetMeeting)

• used 60-120 hours/term (generates ~$10k /term)

• usage: (UW/external ~10% / 90%)
• research meetings
• interviews
• PhD defenses
• graduate courses
• math tutorials to high school students (Math)
• LT3 workshops
• health training to hospital sites (AHS)
• EWB
• presidents office



Videoconferencing from a PC
• software:

• NetMeeting (Microsoft™) or PVX (Polycom™)
• communication tools that allow individuals (groups) to communicate     
over the internet in real-time (audio, video and/or data)

• hardware:
• webcam (Logitech™)

+ ideal for communicating from your office, your home or on the road
• easy to connect and manage from your desktop
• good  video and audio using the latest technology
• easily share data and transfer programs with participants
• delivers a similar experience to users of larger conferencing systems

– not suitable for:
• larger audiences
• multipoint videoconferences



Videoconferencing with MS NetMeeting

• participate in videoconferences using a PC + webcam
• install webcam software
• launch MS NetMeeting and make your video calls to IP address 

MS NetMeeting



What is Podcasting? (iPod + broadcast)
• posting an audio or video file on the web using podcasting

software (iTunes) and delivered via a subscription service, such 
as an RSS feed

• RSS feed notifies the subscriber when a new file has been 
posted 

• available to anyone to download or subscribe to but can be 
password protected

• users then listen at their convenience



Who is Podcasting? 
• radio and TV

• CBC
• TVO

• universities
• Stanford University
• Harvard University
• University of Michigan
• Purdue University
• Indiana University
• Carleton University
• UW (next term)



Upload a new Podcast

Lecture-1.mp3

Lecture -1

Your name

Description



Future of  videoconferencing? 

• new technology will have large impact on videoconferencing:
• PC based videoconferencing systems
• video iPods
• mobile devices (cellphones, BB)
• portable videoconferencing systems

• decrease in the price and increase in ease of use will remove key 
barriers

• decrease in use of ISDN systems
• increase in use of PC based systems

• Education

• Distance education?
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Purdue University:
http://128.210.157.22:1013/Boilercast/iTunesSetup.htm

Stanford University:
http://itunes.stanford.edu

Indiana University:
http://www.indiana.edu/~video/stream/is_ipod.php

UCLA:
http://www.oid.ucla.edu/webcasts/

Carleton University:
http://www.carleton.ca/edc/tlt_conf06/documents/Pychylpodcastin
gsession_v3.ppt

Interesting sites






