Appendix A - Excel instructions
Start Plover
Right-click on the Plover icon to enter the configuration menu.
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On the Dictionary tab, click the Browse button to locate the Plover dictionary.
Open the Plover dictionary with Notepad.
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Select everything with Ctrl+A and copy with Ctrl+C
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Load up your trusty version of Microsoft Excel (any other spreadsheet program will probably do the trick, but these step-by-step instructions were developed for Excel.
Paste the contents of the dictionary into an empty worksheet
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With the first column (where you pasted the dictionary) selected, click on the Text to Columns function found in the Data tab of the ribbon.
Proceed through the wizard with the options shown in the screenshots: Delimeted width – next – Delimeter type : - Next – select the first column and format as text, select the second column and format as text – Finish.
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You should now have two separate columns: one with the strokes and one with the corresponding word.
Clear the selection and start the Find command with Ctrl+F to remove the quotation marks.
Click on the replace tab and replace all the “, (quotation mark and comma) with nothing.
Repeat the procedure to replace all the  “ (space and comma) with nothing.
Make sure that the space goes before the comma in the second one and that the Replace with field is empty because adding spaces will screw up the lookup function.
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Switch the position of the columns such that the words are on column A and the strokes are on column B. This can be done by clicking on column heading A to select the whole column and dragging the black outline to the right, between columns B and C while holding the shift key to displace the other cells.
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Select both columns and click on the Sort button from the Data tab of the ribbon.
Sort them by Column A and click Ok.
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I went ahead and deleted the first 134 rows because they are numbers and dates that might interfere with the lookup function.
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In the next worksheet, enter the following formula in cell A1:
=VLOOKUP(B1,Sheet1!$A:$B,2,)
Select the cell and drag down from the bottom right corner of the cell outline to as many rows as you want. It will automatically copy the formula and adjust the first value to the cell beside it.
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Type the words in question on the right column and see the steno strokes on the left column. :)
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Appendix B - Linux instructions
Start your favourite shell
Change to your Plover data directory with the following command

cd ~/.config/plover
Run the grep command on the dictionary file for the desired word as below

grep difficult dict.json
Where “difficult” is the word in question. The grep command will return any matching word definitions, which means that you get to see all the options and how they tie into longer words.

